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A TRIBUTE TO HERB FISCHER,
GARDENER TO GENERATIONS

HON. JERRY LEWIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 9, 1999

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to bring to your attention today the
fine work and outstanding public service of
Herbert L. Fischer, who celebrated his 80th
birthday today—still working every day as the
well-respected owner of Flowerland Nursery in
San Bernardino and as a volunteer in a myr-
iad of community organizations.

Herb opened Flowerland in 1947 with his
wife, Mary L. Fischer, and has been at the
store every day except Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day. Sought out by three
generations of gardeners for his sage advice,
Herb says he can’t take a day off because his
customers are all his friends, as well. He’s
recognized as one of the longest-serving li-
censed landscape architects still practicing in
California.

He and Mary both served as state presi-
dents of the California Association of Nursery-
men, and his community involvement includes
serving as president of the National Orange
Show, and lifelong involvement in the Future
Farmers of America, Boy Scouts, San
Bernardino Chamber of Commerce, Calvary
Baptist Church, and many school programs.

During his 52 years of business, Herb has
hosted thousands of school children in field
trips to Flowerland, and has given out thou-
sands of tree seedlings to youngsters to cele-
brate Arbor Day. His son, Herb Fischer Jr., is
San Bernardino County Superintendent of
Schools.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and our colleagues
to join me in recognizing the tremendous con-
tributions of a man who has brought decades
of natural beauty to his community and won-
der to the lives of generations of children.
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Dr. Dorothy N. Frank, who is retiring
after nine years of dedicated service as presi-
dent of Kirtland Community College in
Roscommon, MI.

Dr. Frank began her distinguished career at
Kirtland Community College in 1990 after
serving as vice president for instructional serv-
ices at Victor Valley Community College in
California. Her impressive credentials include
a master’s and a bachelor’s degree in biology,
and a Ph.D. in educational policy studies from
Vanderbilt University.

While at Kirtland, Dr. Frank was instru-
mental in the creation of community programs
that helped enrich the lives of children of all
ages. These programs included cultural
events, a volunteer center, a summer camp
for fourth grade MEAP passers, technical
training for high school students, and a sum-
mer creative writing institute.

Her dedication to community colleges and
her own community is evident in her work. In

addition to her Kirtland duties, Dr. Frank was
president of the Michigan Community College
Association for the 1996–1997 academic year.
She also serves on several local boards and
committees.

I would like to commend Dr. Frank for her
service to her students and congratulate her
on her retirement on September 30, 1999.

Dr. Frank’s contribution to education and the
community makes her an outstanding role
model and a respected professional in her
field. On behalf of the residents of the 4th
Congressional District of Michigan, I am hon-
ored to recognize Dr. Frank and her profes-
sional accomplishments. I wish her good for-
tune for the future.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
emphatically urge President Clinton to sign the
Financial Freedom Act into law when it
reaches his desk. After hearing from my con-
stituents over the August recess. I am con-
vinced that America’s hard working taxpayers
do want tax relief. America’s families today
face staggering levels of taxation. Over the
next 10 years, the average family will pay
$5,307 more in taxes than the government
needs to operate. The Financial Freedom Act
of 1999 will shift money, power and resources
out of Washington and back to America’s fam-
ilies.

The Financial Freedom Act offers meaning-
ful tax relief for every taxpayer by lowering in-
come tax rates across-the board. It also re-
duces the Marriage Tax Penalty, repeals the
Death-Tax, cuts the capital gains tax rate, ex-
pands Education Savings Accounts and in-
creases private pension coverage. Addition-
ally, the legislation expands access to afford-
able health care by increasing consumer
choice and allows families without employer-
paid coverage to deduct 100% of health insur-
ance and long-term care premiums. Finally,
the Financial Freedom Act leaves more than
$2 trillion for Social Security and Debt Reduc-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I trust the American people to
spend their own hard-earned dollars as they
see fit. The President doesn’t think families
can make the right spending decisions for
themselves and their children. I disagree. The
truth is, it is not Washington’s money to spend
in the first place. The President should help
give it back by signing the Financial Freedom
Act into law.
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Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to George and Irene Bauer, who
will be celebrating their fiftieth wedding anni-
versary on September 11, of this year. George

and Irene are formerly of Chicago, IL, but now
reside in Scottsdale, AZ. George is the son of
Jerry (deceased) and Wallis Bauer, who at 94
years of age, lives in Phoenix, AZ. Irene is the
daughter of Michael and Tecla Wazecha (de-
ceased). George and Irene have two wonder-
ful children; their son Mark lives in Scottsdale
and the daughter Christine, resides in Eldo-
rado, IL, my hometown.

George served his country valiantly during
World War II in the U.S. Navy and helped to
build the first naval hospital in Guam. When
he returned home from the war he met his fu-
ture wife Irene, who was working for Peabody
Coal Company. Since retiring from Martlett Im-
porters of Canada, George had been keeping
himself busy. Keeping in tradition with his life
long affinity for sports, which in his younger
days led to him being drafted by two major
league baseball teams, he now play on a soft-
ball team, coaches, and he has won World
Series rings. Irene enjoys aerobics and going
bowling.

Mr. Speaker, the marriage of George and
Irene Bauer is a truly wonderful example of
the strong family values reflected through an
enduring commitment to each other that helps
ensure the tradition in this country of strong,
loving and dedicated families. Again, I would
like to take this opportunity to wish George
and Irene a wonderful fiftieth anniversary, wish
them God’s speed, and encourage all my col-
leagues to join me in doing so.
f
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, for the past 100
years GM Powertrain has been an anchor for
the families in my hometown of Bay City,
Michigan by providing stability and economic
security. For generations, plant managers and
members of United Auto Workers Local 362
have worked together to create a unique part-
nership. It is this relationship that in many
ways makes Bay City a model for commu-
nities all across the United States.

Since the dawn of this century, the company
and the community have worked together in
the transportation industry to provide high
quality vehicles for our community, state and
nation. Initially a successful producer of bicy-
cles, the factory expanded to the newly bur-
geoning automotive industry. By 1909, nearly
500 employees were producing parts for the
legendary Packard and Studebaker. And by
1912, the National Truck Company was pro-
ducing the chain-driven Natco Truck. In 1916,
Mr. William C. Durant bought the plant and
began production of the four-cylinder engine,
introduced by Chevrolet. It was at this juncture
in the company’s history that an important
milestone was achieved, not only for the fami-
lies of Bay City, but for families everywhere.
This was the organization of one of the oldest
UAW locals in the country, Local 362, which
remains greatly influential today.

In 1937, UAW Local 362 received its official
charter, and shortly thereafter, pay for many of
the employees rose to about one dollar per
hour. And thus the remarkable relationship be-
tween the two entities—the union and the
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